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Eph:3:11-12 “11 … Jesus Christ our Lord: 12. In whom we have boldness and access with confidence through faith in Him.”  

Ps 46:10  “Be still and know that I am God.”   
I.  WHAT IS CONFIDENCE?

Wikipedia describes “confidence” generally as a state of being certain, either in regards to correctness of a person’s hypothesis or prediction, or that his/her chosen course of action is the best or most effective.

II.  BIBLICAL CONFIDENCE IS REQUIRED, CAN BE LOST or DEVELOPED

a)  Confidence is Required to Access God
Eph 3:11-13, 16  v.11 … Jesus Christ our Lord:  12. In whom we have boldness and access with confidence through faith in Him.  13. Therefore I ask that you do not lose heart at my tribulations for you, which is your glory. v. 16  “that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with might through His Spirit in the inner man

Heb 3:6 Christ... own house, whose house we are if we hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm to the end.  

b)  Confidence Can be Lost (Cast Away)
Heb.10:32-35  v.32. But recall the former days in which, after you were illuminated, you endured a great struggle with sufferings:  33. partly while you were made a spectacle both by reproaches and tribulations, and partly while you became companions of those who were so treated; 34.  for you had compassion on me in my chains, and joyfully accepted the plundering of your goods, knowing that you have a better and an enduring possession for yourselves in heaven.  35  Therefore do not cast away your confidence, which has great reward.  (KJV “recompense of reward)

c)  Confidence is Developed (and Not Cast Away) by Abiding in Him
1Jn 2:28  And now, little children, abide in Him, that when He appears, we may have confidence and not be ashamed before Him at His coming. 

· John 15:1-8   1 ¶  "I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. 2  "Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit He takes away; and every branch that bears fruit He prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 3  "You are already clean because of the word which I have spoken to you. 4  "Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me. 5  "I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing. 6  "If anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch and is withered; and they gather them and throw them into the fire, and they are burned.  7.  "If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you.  8  "By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you will be My disciples.
III.  FOUNDATION FOR BIBLICAL CONFIDENCE IS BEING STILL / STANDING STILL

Ps 46:10 says: Be still and know that I am God.  

a)  Stop What You are Doing or Feeling
Neh 8:11 So the Levites quieted all the people, saying, "Be still, for the day is holy; do not be grieved."

b)  … and Take time to Think
Ps 4:4  
Be angry, and do not sin. Meditate within your heart on your bed, and be still. Selah

c)  … and Take (God Directed) Action Afterwards

Ps 83:1  
… Do not keep silent, O God! Do not hold Your peace, And do not be still, O God!

Jer 51:50  You who have escaped the sword, Get away! Do not stand still! Remember the LORD afar off, And let Jerusalem come to your mind.
d)  Understand the Purposes of Standing Still

Nu 9:8  
And Moses said to them, "Stand still, that I may hear what the LORD will command concerning you."

1Sa 12:7  "Now therefore, stand still, that I may reason with you before the LORD concerning all the righteous acts of the LORD which He did to you and your fathers:

2Ch 20:17  ‘You will not need to fight in this battle. Position yourselves, stand still and see the salvation of the LORD, who is with you, O Judah and Jerusalem!’ Do not fear or be dismayed; tomorrow go out against them, for the LORD is with you."

Job 37:14  "Listen to this, O Job; Stand still and consider the wondrous works of God.

QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION / MEDITATION
(Refer to the Supplemental Chart on Journey in Confidence Building)
1) Is the spiritual walk the same for everyone?  If not, why not?
2) Are there critical elements (enhancers) required for the walk?  If so, what are they?
3) Are there any benchmarks to suggest that one is progressing, standing still or backsliding?
4) What are the potential obstacles or distractions?
5) Where do you think you are along the progress line (ask your accountability partner?).  

6) What is your plan for getting further along in your walk this year/quarter/month/week/day? 
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	Pre-Conversion (Curious)
	Justification (Convinced)
	Sanctification 1 (Committed)
	Sanctific’n 2 (Conforming)
	Christ-like (Conformed)

	Self-Love Sal
	Heavenly Just-In
	Both Worlds Bed-y
	Character-Istic Connie
	Confident Chris(t)

	
	
	ACCURACY / TRUTH
	
	

	World View / Authority
	World View / Authority
	World View / Authority
	World View / Authority
	World View / Authority

	· Man-Centred Worldview

· Isa 14:12  "How you are fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! How you are cut down to the ground, You who weakened the nations!

· Gen3:6 ¶  And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat.
	· Introduction to God-Centered Worldview

Basic Salvation Truth:  Absolutely Free (Zane Hodges)

Ro 6:23  For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Eph2:8-10  For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast.  For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.

· Conflict Resolution default is Man-Centred Worldview
	· Good Understanding of God-Centered Worldview

· Basic Truths Resources: Discipleship Topics, Training Objectives)

· Mt 13:22  "Now he who received seed among the thorns is he who hears the word, and the cares of this world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and he becomes unfruitful.

· Conflict Resolution default is Compromise of Scripture
	· Better Understanding of God-Centred Worldview

· Inductive Bible Study (vs. church traditions)

· Much less compromise of Scriptures and less reliance on church tradition

· 2 Peter 1:5-7¶  But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue, to virtue knowledge, to knowledge self-control, to self-control perseverance, to perseverance godliness, to godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness love.

· Gal 5:22-23  But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,   gentleness, self-control.

· Conflict Resolution default is predominantly Scripture 
	· Best Understanding of God-Centred Worldview

· Highly Honed Inductive Bible Study Skills

· Heb 12:2  looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.

· Conflict Resolution is entirely Scripture

	· Self-glorifying (feel and look good in front of others) 
	· Self-glorifying (feel and look good in front of others)
	· Sacrifices in Externals
	· Sacrifices in Internals (i.e. Character)

· Ro 5:3-4  And not only that, but we also glory in tribulations, knowing that tribulation produces perseverance; and perseverance, character; and character, hope.
	· Giving God Glory

· Ro 4:20  He did not waver at the promise of God through unbelief, but was strengthened in faith, giving glory to God,


	Pre-Conversion (Curious)
	Justification (Convinced)
	Sanctification 1 (Committed)
	Sanctific’n 2 (Conforming)
	Christ-likeness (Conformed)

	Self-Love Sal
	Heavenly Just-In
	Both Worlds Bed-y
	Character-Istic Connie
	Confident Chris(t)

	
	
	ACCURACY / TRUTH
	
	

	Values / Agenda
	Values / Agenda
	Values / Agenda
	Values / Agenda
	Values / Agenda

	· The earthly things (3P’s)

· Mt 4:1-10  (3 Tests show 3 Vulnerable Areas)

Pleasure: 


(Test: Hunger) 


Response: “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God”  


Power: 


(Test: Master-Servant via Temple Fall) 


Response:  “Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.”


Possessions:

(Test: Kingdoms of the World in exchange for Worship of Satan)


Response:  “Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve.
	· The earthly things (3 P’s)

· 1Jo 2:16  For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—is not of the Father but is of the world.
	· The earthly things (3 P’s) is default

· Ro 12:1-2:  I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.


	· The Giver of things (3 P’s)

· Ro 8:5  For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit.


	· Intimacy w/ Giver

· Expectation of Reward

· John15:7-8  If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you. By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you will be My disciples.

· Mt 16:27  For the Son of Man will come in the glory of His Father with His angels, and then He will reward each according to his works.

· Heb 2:2  For if the word spoken through angels proved steadfast, and every transgression and disobedience received a just reward, …


	Pre-Conversion (Curious)
	Justification (Convinced)
	Sanctification 1 (Committed)
	Sanctific’n 2 (Conforming)
	Christ-like(Conformed)

	Self-Love Sal
	Heavenly Just-In
	Both Worlds Bed-y
	Character-Istic Connie
	Confident Chris(t)

	
	
	PRECISION
	
	

	BARRIERS
	BARRIERS
	BARRIERS / ENHANCERS
	BARRIERS/ ENHANCERS
	ENHANCERS

	· Control / Manipulation of Circumstances to Achieve Desired Results

· James Allen’s “As a Man Thinketh”: A person becomes what s/he thinks about. (Self-Improvement)


(Similar to Tony Robbins, Norman Vincent Peale)
	· Control / Manipulation of Circumstances to Achieve Desired Results


	· Control of Circumstances to Achieve Desired Results

· Mt 6:24  No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon.
	· Control Released / Submission Undertaken

Jas 4:7  Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you.

1Pe 5:5  Likewise you younger people, submit yourselves to your elders. Yes, all of you be submissive to one another, and be clothed with humility, for "God resists the proud, But gives grace to the humble."
	· Submission to God

Mk14:36  And He said, "Abba, Father, all things are possible for You. Take this cup away from Me; nevertheless, not what I will, but what You will."

	· Lies We Believe not Addressed

· Sermon:  “Lies We Believe that keep us bound to sin” (about my purpose and joy, who I am, money & possessions, God’s ways and His Word, what I do, the Church and my relationships, theology)
	· Lies We Believe minimally Addressed
	· Lies We Believe partially Addressed (with Truth)

· Resource: Bondage Breaker (Neil Anderson) 

1Tim4:1-2 ¶  Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will depart from the faith, giving heed to deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons,  speaking lies in hypocrisy, having their own conscience seared with a hot iron, …


	· Lies We Believe more fully Addressed  (with more Truth)

· Gal 5:24-25 And those who are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.  If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.

· Ro 6:11  Likewise you also, reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

· Ro.12:1-2  
	· Focus on Truth (very few Lies left)

· Ps 40:11  Do not withhold Your tender mercies from me, O LORD; Let Your loving-kindness and Your truth continually preserve me.

Joh 8:32  "And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free."

	· Damaged Emotions (Fear, Self-Worth) 
	· Damaged Emotions (Fear, Self-Worth) addressed by “positive” thinking or self-talk  tools
	· Damaged Emotions (Fear, Self-Worth) addressed by a mix of positive thinking, input of Para-church 

· Resources: NGJ, Gothard, Ezzos, Focus on Family
· some reliance on Scripture
	· Partially Healed Emotions (Fear, Self-Worth); less reliance on positive thinking and Para-church,

· greater reliance on Scripture
	· Fully Healed Emotions; solely relying on Scripture

· Free to Help Others


	Pre-Conversion (Curious)
	Justification (Convinced)
	Sanctification 1 (Committed)
	Sanctific’n 2 (Conforming)
	Christ-like (Conformed)

	Self-Love Sal
	Heavenly Just-In
	Both Worlds Bed-y
	Character-Istic Connie
	Confident Chris(t)

	
	
	PRECISION
	
	

	BARRIERS
	BARRIERS
	BARRIERS / ENHANCERS
	BARRIERS/ ENHANCERS
	ENHANCERS

	· Input of Friends & Mentors who meet our needs
	· Mixed Input Friend & Mentors who meet our needs

· Input of a Believer
	· Mixed Input Friends, Mentors, Believer

· Input of Church Members and/or Elders 
	· Input Mainly of Church Elders & Mature Believers
	· Input Mostly of Church Elders & Mature Believers

	· Exposure to Anti-Scripture Information, groups and organizations


	· Exposure to Anti-Scripture Information, groups and organizations
	· Dissonance between Anti-Scripture Information, Groups and organizations and Scripture/Church & Teaching
	· Dis-association with Anti-Scripture Information, Groups and organizations; Embrace Scripture/ Church & Teaching
	· Value Scripture / Church & Teaching

	· Level of Transparency limited to what you want others to see
	· Level of Transparency limited to what you want others to see
	· Fear of Loss of Self-Worth with transparency upon start of Accountability Relationship (focus on externals)
	· Fear of Loss of Reward and Value of Worth before God leads to  Transparent Accountable Relationship (focus on internals)

· Become an Accountability Mentor / Elder
	· Assured of Self-Worth:  Increased Accountability Mentorship / Eldership 

· Accountability with Mature Believers / Elders

	
	· Level of Praises either Non-Existent or little
	· Begin to see how the number and quality of Praises reflect Spiritual Growth (ie. God’s answers to Prayers)

· Begin to see Godly wisdom
	· Feeding others with your Praises which reflect the working of Scriptural Truths through Godly Living resulting in increasing Experiential Knowledge (Epignosis)

· Increase in Godly wisdom
	· Help others see how Praises are an essential part of worship and motivates them to look for and share Praises 

	
	
	CONFIDENCE LEVELS
	
	

	Type of Confidence         (Zero-Sum)                       
	Type of Confidence        (Zero-Sum)         
	Type of Confidence        (Zero-Sum)    
	Type of Confidence (Not a Zero-Sum Proposition) 
	Type of Confidence (Not a Zero-Sum Proposition) 

	· Self-Confidence (Super or Sub-level) (100%)
	· Self-Confidence (95%)
	· Self-Confidence (65%)
	· Self-Confidence (35%%)
	· Self-Confidence (50%)

	· Confidence in God (None)
	· Confidence in God (5%)
	· Confidence in God (35%)
	· Confidence in God (75%)
	· Confidence in God (95%)


