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V. Spiritual Sloths do not follow Christ nor imitate Paul, but selfishly sleep-crawl to temporal and eternal loss
A. Refuse to: listen/obey/seek wisdom 1:24; rcv correction/repent Jer 5:3; know God 9:6, hear His words 11:10; & stopped ears Zech 7:11  
Pr 21:25 Desire/craving of the slothful/lazy kills him; for his hands refuse to labor. 26 covets all day but the righteous give generously

Pr 26:14 As the door turns upon his hinges, so does the slothful upon his bed. [activity w/o progress nor accomplishment]

Pr 26:16 Sluggard is wiser in his own conceit than 7 men that can render a reason. [irrational conceit/pride; more hope for fool 26:12]

A1. Difficult time w/ initiative; relies on others to tell what to do; all talk-no walk Pr 14:23; distracted {thorns} by pleasure/entertainment; unwilling to get dirty/work hard. no genuine accomplishment/joy; bumps up cx difficulty/resistance all motivation vanishes; relapse
Refuses to face hard tasks; cowardly lyon excuses; indecision options→tension, Netflix opiate take mind off the work before him. Derek Brown
A2. Leads to anxiety and restlessness 'cz living contrary Creation purpose→perpetual state of craving w/o fulfillment 13:4 kills [hith]
. 

Easily overwhelmed/rushing, undependability ruins trust rlshps; inability to discipline time, shun distraction, work hard. May desire to grow spiritually, but the disciplines of regular Bible reading/study, prayer, church commitment, gospel rlshps are just too hard to bear. Little to offer others. Unproductive, unfocused, concerned about self more than others, the sluggard drives employers nuts and won’t survive long in any environment that requires diligence and self-denial. Ultimately, in same class as a thief and vandal Pr 18:9
A3. Self-centered deception {sign of satan} has little basis in reality/Bible; opposes any arguments/critique. In every case, the sluggard will walk in and out of conversations with counselors convinced he/she is smarter/wiser than them all seven of them: 26:16
Thus not wield much influence. not a leader, for leadership requires diligence, sacrifice, long hours, pain, and perseverance. The sluggard despises these qualities, so he will labor under the yoke/whip of those who have devoted themselves to hard work: 12:24
Streams 10/3 His voice is for the ear of love, and love is intent upon hearing even faintest whispers. There comes a time also when love ceases to speak if not responded to, or believed in. He is love, and if you would know Him and His voice, give constant ear to His gentle touches. In conversation, when about to utter some word, give heed to that gentle voice, mind the check and refrain from speech
B. Jesus' example is rising early to affirm His purpose; seeking Father's will & work, setting His face like flint to finish His work
Lk 2:49 Why did you seek Me? Did you not know that I must be about My Father's business?

Mk 1:35 in the morning, having risen a long while before daylight, He went out and departed to a solitary place; and there He prayed.

Jn 4:34 Jesus said to them, "My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and to finish His work.

Jn 9:4 I must work the works of Him who sent Me while it is day; the night is coming when no one can work.

Lk 9:51
when the time had come for Him to be received up, that He steadfastly set His face to go to Jerusalem
Jn 17:4 I have glorified You on earth. I have finished the work You have given Me to do. Cf Eph 2:10 created in Christ to do good works
Lk 22:42 saying, "Father, if it is Your will, take this cup away from Me; nevertheless not My will, but Yours, be done."

Mk 13:33 Take heed, watch and pray; 34...far country, left his house and gave authority to his servants, and to each his work, commanded doorkeep to watch 35 Watch  for you do not know when the master of the house is coming 36 lest, coming suddenly, he find you sleeping
Jn 14:10 Father who dwells in Me does the works. 12 Truly, he who believes in Me, will do works that I do 'cz I go to My Father.

Mt 7:21 Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' shall enter the kgdm of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven.
C. Paul's example is self-denial subduing his body & natural/carnal desires & abandoning all to fully follow Christ's charge 
Acts 20:23 HS testifies in every city that chains and tribulations await me 24 But none of these things move me; nor do I count my life dear to myself, so that I may finish my race with joy, and the ministry I rcvd from Lord Jesus, testify to the gospel of the grace of God.
Phil 3:8 I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ 11 if, by any means, I may attain to the ek-resurrection from the dead. 12 I press on, that I may lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me. 13 one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and stretching forward to those things which are ahead, 14 I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 15 as many as are mature, have this mind
1Cor 9:24 Run in such a way that you may obtain 25 competes...temperate in all things. 27 But I discipline my body and bring it into subjection, lest, when I have preached to others, I myself should become disqualified. 1Cor 11:1 Imitate me as I also imitate Christ.
2Tim 4:7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8 Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing
2Tim 2:15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth
Pr 2:1 if you will seize my words, treasure my commands within you, 2 so that you make your ear attentive to wisdom, incline your heart to understanding; cry for discernment, Lift your voice for understanding; If you seek her as silver, and search for her as for hidden treasures; Then you will discern the fear of the Lord, and discover the knowledge of God  7 for the righteous...walk uprightly
