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A. The Wise Seek to Worship.....Firsthand (cf Shepherds Lk 2:15)  
Mt 2:1 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem, 2 saying; Where is he that is born King of the Jews? For we have seen his star in the east, and have come to worship him. Num 24:17?
APP: How much effort do you put into seeking God? Jer 29:13 And you will seek Me and find Me, when you search for Me with all your heart. Mt 6:21 where our treasure is, there our heart will be also
A1. Worship begins w/ acknowledgment of Who Jesus is Liar-Lunatic-Lord and who we are dependent
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creatures
Mt 16:16 Simon Peter answered:You are the Christ/Messiah1/Anointed, the Son of the living God.
17 Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood has not revealed THIS to you, but My Father in the heavens. 18 And I also say to you that you are A Peteros/pebble/stone Mk masc, and on THIS fem The fem Petra/Bedrock fem I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail cx 19 And I will give you the keys of the kingdom of/source-from the heavens, and whatever you 18:18 all/pl bind/forbid on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose/permit on earth will be loosed in heaven. (16:23 satan, 20:21 greatest; 26:74 deny;  Mt 4:18 foundation; 1Cor 3:11, 10:14, Eph 2:20 pl, Lk 6:47-48 words; Gal 2:9-11; Mt 16:23;  Acts 15:17   
APP: If you're not living with Jesus as your Lord/Judge2 and God, aren't you calling Him a Liar and/or Lunatic?

The same Scriptures that tell us how Jesus saves us from our sins' penalty, say that He is our Creator & Lord.







22Cor 5:10-11
Jn 1:1 In the beginning was impf  the WORD, and the WORD was with God, and the WORD was God. 2  He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made aor thru Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made.

4  In Him was Life, and the Life was The Light of men. 6  There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 This man came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all thru him might believe. 12 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name:

14  And the WORD became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. 

Jesus accepts worship Mt 14:33 boat; 28:9 tomb; Jn 20:28 Thomas
Col 1:13 He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, 14  in Whom we have redemption thru His blood, the forgiveness of sins.

15  He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation.

16  For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers (angels/demons).

 All things were created thru/by Him and FOR Him!!!!

17  And He is before all things, and IN Him all things consist/put-united together. See quarks
18  And He is the Head of the Body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence.

19  For it pleased the Father that all His fullness should dwell in Him, NIV
 Col 2:9  For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead/DEITY in bodily form Phil 2
A2. Worship is a Response to Revelation Gen 22; 

Js 1:21 Therefore lay aside/put off* all filthiness-defiling dirt and overflow/ear wax of wickedness, and receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls. 22  But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 

25  But he who looks into the perfect law of liberty and continues in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this one will be blessed in what he does.
Eph 4:22  *put off 659, your former conduct/old man which grows corrupt acc to the deceitful lusts Col 3:8 list
APP: How determined and quick are we to respond to God's Revelation (eg, commands)? 
Why are we:“foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets have spoken!  Lk 24:25 
A3. Wisdom is choosing the right objectives & the right means of obtaining those objectives (Ps 90)
Isa 11:2 The Spirit of the LORD shall rest/remain upon Him, 

The Spirit of wisdom and understanding, The Spirit of counsel and might, 

The Spirit of knowledge and of The Fear of the LORD.  


3 His delight is in The Fear of the LORD, 



and He shall not judge by the sight of His eyes, 



nor decide by the hearing of His ears; but with righteousness He shall judge..




w/ breath of His lips He shall slay the wicked.
A4. The Fear of the Lord is the beginning of Wisdom -w/o it, we remain foolish/stupid Pr 9:10
B. The Wise Give Appropriately of Their Best: came, saw, fell, worshiped, opened, gave, and departed another way (note the strenuous effort and receptivity to God's Revelation) 
11 And when they had come into the house, they saw the young child with Mary his mother, and fell down, and worshiped him: and when they had opened their treasures, they presented to him gifts; gold King, and frankincense Divine-Priest, and myrrh anointing oil/Prophet ?.
APP: Does God like what you give Him? Exactly what do you give Him? Col 1
C. The Wise Experience Joy and a Changed Life
10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy...12 And being warned by God in a dream that they should not return to Herod, they departed into their own country another way.
Sensitivity/openness (flexibility); willingness to change and go against our status quo. 
APP: How convinced are we that God knows what's best, and gives it when it's best Ps 84:11  

What keeps us from choosing and experiencing God's best and being full of HS joy?
Jn 15:11 These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may remain in you, and that your joy may be full. 12 This is My commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.

1Jn 1:4 these things we write to you that your joy may be full. 5 This is the message which we have heard from Him and declare to you, that God is Light and in Him is no darkness at all.

6  If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. 7 But if we walk in the Light as He is in the Light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin. 8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

II. The Foolish Give Themselves Migraines:  





       Heard, troubled, gather, inquire, scheme, lie, angry, destroyed
A. The Foolish Worship Themselves {independence [our will & strength vs His] is essence of sin}, and Wind up Fighting against God [obvi no glory given to Him – purpose of life, thus vain life & eternity]
3 When Herod the king had heard these things, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 And when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people together, he inquired of them where the Christ should be born. 5 And they said to him, In Bethlehem of Judea: for thus it is written by the prophet, 6 and you Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are not the least among the princes of Judah: for out of you shall come a Governor, that shall rule my people Israel.

“It's better to be Herod's pig than son” -Macrobius Killed 3 sons, wife, grand f & m-in-law -Josephus 
Josephus states that a loathsome disease descended upon the ruler as a judgment from God on account of his sins. He describes the horrible details: burning fever, ulcerated entrails, foul discharges, convulsions, stench... Antiquities 17.6. Mt 2:19-20
The foolish have no experience, nor expectation, nor knowledge of God and His ways (Ps 14)
Ps 10:4 The wicked in his proud countenance does not seek God; God is in none of his thots.
5  His ways are always prospering; Your judgments are far above, out of his sight; ...enemies, he sneers 

6  He has said in his heart, “I shall not be moved; I shall never be in adversity.”
Ps 14:1 The fool has said in his heart: There is no God. They are corrupt, abominable works, There is none who does good.
The foolish can't add (nor read, nor reason effect from cause - Daniel 9 {70 wks 490 yrs} )
B. The Foolish Give Secondhand Lip service to God (hear w/o application; sing w/o understanding)
7 Then Herod, when he had secretly called the wise men,  inquired of them diligently what time the star appeared. 8 And he sent them to Bethlehem, and said, Go and search diligently for the young child; and when you have found him, bring me word again, that I may come and worship him also.
The foolish are content with a second hand encounter with God (to reduce responsibility & fear) 
Exodus 20:18 Now all the people witnessed the thunderings, the lightning flashes, the sound of the trumpet, and the mountain smoking; and when the people saw it, they trembled and stood afar off. 19 Then they said to Moses: You speak with us, and we will hear; but let not God speak with us, lest we die. 20  And Moses said to the people: Do not fear; for God has come to test you, and that His fear may be before you, so that you may not sin.
The foolish seek to get or preserve rather than give and sacrifice 
Lk 12 19 And I will say to my soul: Soul, you have many goods laid up for many years; take your ease; eat, drink, and be merry. 20 But God said to him: Fool! This night your soul will be required of you; then whose will those things be which you have provided?

21  So is he who lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God. 22 Don't worry...
C. The Foolish Remain Unchanged, Experiencing Frustration & Anger, 


Harming Themselves and Others
16 Then Herod, when he saw that he was mocked by the wise men, was exceeding angry, and sent forth, and slew all the children that were in Bethlehem, and in all its districts, from two years old and under, acc to the time which he had diligently inquired of the wise men. 17 Then was fulfilled that which was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet, saying, 18 In Ramah was there a voice heard, lamentation, and weeping, and great mourning, Rachel weeping for her children, and would not be comforted, because they are not.

The foolish experience inner turmoil and anger cz they are threatened by a world outside their control  Pr 28:26 who trusts in his own heart is a fool, but whoever walks wisely will be delivered. 
The foolish remain unchanged  Pr 27:22 Tho you grind a fool in a mortar with a pestle along with crushed grain, Yet his foolishness will not depart from him.
Pr 12:15  The way of a fool is right in his own eyes, but he who heeds counsel is wise.
Pr 26:12  Do you see a man wise in his own eyes? There is more hope for a fool than for him.
Isa 5:20  Woe to those who call evil good, and good evil; Who put darkness for light, and light for darkness; Who put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter! 21 Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes, and prudent in their own sight!
Pr 3:7 Do not be wise in your own eyes; Fear* the LORD and depart from evil. *His perspective/eyes
III. Those who directly experience their Savior and Lord share their joy and the message.
Lk 2:10 Then the angel said to them: Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to all people. 

11 For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 
13  And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying: 
14 Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace 

to those with whom He is pleased/on whom His favor rests/toward men of goodwill. 
17 Now when they had seen Him, they spread the message which was told them concerning this Child
APP: Go tell it on the mountain (and valley, and plain)!
Questions for Reflection/Discussion/Response:
1. What other characteristics of the wise and foolish do you see exemplified in the Magi and Herod?

2. Which of the elements of wise worship typified by the Magi are most lacking in our culture?

3. What kinds of gifts does God like (Col 1)? Does He want us all to be "Little Drummer Boys"?

4. How much is Jesus "worth" to you? Is His value reflected in your worship?

5. In what ways has "worship" changed you? In what ways could your worship get an upward lift?
