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Prayer of Jabez 1Chron 4:9 Now Jabez {Pain} was more honorable than his brothers,

and his mother called his name Jabez: “Because I bore him in pain. Isa 14:3 ” 

10 And Jabez called on the God of Israel: “Oh, that You would a) bless me indeed x2 Piel intensive





b) enlarge/make great my territory/borders, 






c) that Your hand Isa 41:10{Person, Power, Protection} would be with me,






d) and that You would keep me from evil, that I may not{cause??} pain
So God granted him what he requested!

I. God wants to bless us, and we want to be blessed, so what’s the problem?  Js 4:3?
Blessing is not about quid pro quo, but about being in the place where God can bless you. 

The heroes of Hebrew 11 did not receive what was promised, nor did Jesus, yet.
Gen 1:28 Then God blessed them, and God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have dominion over...  {note responsibility!}
Gen 12:2 I will make you a great nation; I will bless you And make your name great; And you shall be a blessing. 3  I will bless those who bless you, And I will curse/diminish him who curses you; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.
Ps 68:19 Blessed be the LordAdonai Who daily loads us with benefits, The GodEL of our salvation! Selah
20 Our GodEL is The GodEL of salvation; and to YHWH the LordAdonai belong escapeS from death.

68:35 O GodElohim, You are more awesome than Your holy places. 
The GodEL of Israel is He3ms who gives strength and power to His people. Blessed be GodElohim!
The godly know and do all God requires; the ungodly don't care nor do what God wants.
Ps 1:1 Blessed is the man who walks Not in the counsel of the ungodly, 


Nor stands in the path of sinners, Nor sits in the seat of the scornful;

2  But his delight is in the law of the LORD, and in His law he meditates day and night. 

3  He shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that brings forth its fruit in its season, 
whose leaf also shall not wither; and whatever he does shall prosper.  cf Josh 1:7-9 in all you do
4 The ungodly are not so, but are like the chaff which the wind drives away.
5 Thus the ungodly shall not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous. 
6 For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, But the way of the ungodly shall perish.

II. Blessing Bringers   We cannot influence when we will be blessed,





but we can determine whether or not we are blessable.
A. We WORSHIP a God who’s desire to justly bless or curse 









is rooted in His character and covenant, not caprice. Eph 3:10
Obedient Sacrifice Ex 20:23  You shall not make alongside/with Me--gods of silver or gods of gold...24 An altar of earth you shall make for Me, and you shall sacrifice on it...In every place where I record/(cause to be remembered) My name I will come to you, and I will bless you.
Exclusive Service Ex 23:24 You shall not bow down to their gods, nor serve them, nor do according to their works; but you shall utterly overthrow them and completely break down their sacred pillars. 25  "So you shall serve the LORD your God, and He will bless
Costly Consecration Ex 32:25 {Golden calf} Aaron had not restrained them to their shame}

26 "Whoever is on the LORD'S side--come to me." sons of Levi gathered themselves together to him. 27 And he said to them, “Thus says the LORD God of Israel: ‘Let every man put his sword on his side, and go in and out from entrance to entrance thru the camp, 


and let every man kill his brother, every man his companion, and every man his neighbor. 

28  So the sons of Levi did acc to the word of Moses. And about 3k fell that day.
29 "Consecrate yourselves today to the LORD, that He may bestow on you a blessing this day,     
FOR every man has opposed his son and his brother."
Covenanted Blessings  Dt 7:9 Therefore know that the LORD your God,

 
He is God, the faithful God who keeps covenant and hesed for 1k generations 



with those who love Him and keep His commandments; 



10 and He repays those who hate Him to their face, to destroy them. 


He will not be slack with him who hates Him; He will repay him to his face.
12 Then it shall come to pass, CZ you listen to these judgments, and keep and do them, 

that the LORD your God will keep with you the covenant and the hesed which He swore to your fathers. 13 And He will love you and bless you and multiply you; 21 You shall not be terrified of them; for the LORD your God, the great and awesome God, is among you.
XXX
Right Worship Dt 12:4 You shall not worship the LORD God with such things. 5 But you shall seek the place where the LORD God chooses, 7...shall rejoice in all to which you have put your hand, in which the LORD your God has blessed you. 8 You shall not at all do as we are doing here today--every man doing whatever is right in his own eyes--9 for as yet you have not come to the rest and the inheritance which the LORD your God is giving you.
Blessing of Sufficiency Dt 2:7  For the LORD your God has blessed you in all the work of your hand. He knows your trudging thru this great wilderness. These forty years the LORD your God has been with you; you have lacked nothing.
B. We must FEAR, TRUST and OBEY, which results in lives that are: 






Word-based, sanctified, giving, enduring and faithful
OBEY Dt 28:2 And all these blessings shall come upon you and overtake you,




 because you obey the voice of the LORD your God:
1. Fear leads to Obedience, Blessing Lev 25:17  you shall not oppress one another, but you shall FEAR your God; for I am the LORD your God. 18 So you shall observe My statutes and 
keep My judgments, and perform them; and you will dwell in the land in safety. 

19 Then the land will yield its fruit, and you will eat your fill, and dwell there in safety. 

21 Then I will command My blessing on you...
Fear leads to Delight Ps 112:1 Praise the LORD! 

Blessed is the man who fears the LORD, who delights greatly in His commandments.
Fear leads to Blessing Ps 115:13  He will bless those who fear the LORD, both small and great.
Fear leads to Trust and Obedience Ps 34:8  Oh, taste and see that the LORD is good;

 Blessed is the man who trusts in Him! 9  Oh, fear the LORD, you His saints! 







There is no want/lack to those who fear Him. 

11 Come, you children, listen to me; I will teach you the fear of the LORD. 

12 Who is the man who desires life, and loves many days, that he may see good? 

13 Keep your tongue from evil, and your lips from speaking deceit. 

14 Depart from evil and do good; Seek peace and pursue it. 

15 The eyes of the LORD are on the righteous, And His ears are open to their cry.
Fear Ps 128:1 Blessed is every one who fears the LORD, who walks in His ways. 
2 When you eat the labor of your hands, you shall be happy, and it shall be well* with you.



4 Behold, thus shall the man be blessed who fears the LORD

          *good/pleasant
Confessing for Blessing Ps 32:1 Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, 
whose sin is covered. 2  Blessed is the man to whom the LORD does not impute iniquity, 





and in whose spirit there is no deceit.

5 I acknowledged (humble confession) my sin to You, and my iniquity I have not hidden.
2. The Righteous Trust that the Lord’s Word and Way are right {He knows what He's doing} 
Ps 2:12  Kiss {homage/submission} the Son, lest He be angry, and you perish in the way, 


when His wrath is kindled but a little. Blessed are all those who put their trust in Him.
Ps 5:11 But let all those rejoice who put their trust in You; let them ever shout for joy, 
cz You defend them; let those also who love Your name be joyful in You. 
12 For You, O LORD, will bless the righteous; with favor You will surround him as with a shield
Trust and focus Ps 40:4  Blessed is that man who makes the LORD his trust, and does not respect the proud, nor such as turn aside to lies.
Depend on God Psalms 84:5  Blessed is the man whose strength is in You, 









whose heart is set on pilgrimage.
Wait Isaiah 30:18 Therefore the LORD will wait, that He may be gracious to you; 



and therefore He will be exalted, that He may have compassion/mercy on you. 




For the LORD is a God of justice; Blessed are all those who wait for Him.
Dan 12:12  "Blessed is he who waits, and comes to the 1,335 days.
Trust when not as expected Mt 11:6 And blessed is he who is not offended/stumble cz of Me.
{John the Baptist} Thayer b) to cause a person to begin to distrust and desert one whom he ought to trust and obey; to cause to fall away," and in the passive, to fall away (R. V. to stumble (cf. 'Teaching etc): τινα, John 6:61; passive, Matthew 13:21; Matthew 24:10; Matthew 26:33; Mark 4:17; Mark 14:29; (John 16:1); ἐν τίνι (A. V.) to be offended in one, (find occasion of stumbling in), i. e. to see in another what I disapprove of and what hinders me from acknowledging his authority: Matthew 11:6; Matthew 13:57; Matthew 26:31; Mark 6:3; Mark 14:27; Luke 7:23; to cause one to judge unfavorably or unjustly of another, Matthew 17:27. 
Believe the Promises Lk 1:45 Blessed is she who believed, 


for there will be a fulfillment of those things which were told her from the Lord. Cf Heb 11:6
Believe the promises Jn 20:29 you have seen Me, you have believed. Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed
Believe in Jesus Rm 4:7 Blessed...forgiven, whose sins are covered; 




       8 Blessed is the man to whom the LORD shall not impute/charge sin.
XXXX  
Have Faith Gal 3:9 So then those who are of faith are blessed with believing Abraham. 














(righteousness)
*Sanctification Acts 3:26 God, raised up His Servant Jesus, sent Him to bless you, 





in/by turning away every one of you from your iniquities cf Acts 26:18
  Acts 26:18  to open their eyes, in order to turn them from darkness to light, 








     and from the power of Satan to God, 




that they may receive forgiveness of sins 




and an inheritance among those who are sanctified by faith in Me.’
3. Obedience: Learning and Living the Law of the Lord 
Ps 119:1  Blessed are the undefiled in the way, who walk in the law of the LORD! 


 2  Blessed are those who keep His testimonies, who seek Him with the whole heart!
Law Learner Ps 94:12 Blessed is the man whom You instruct, LORD, and teach out of Your law
Diligent Learner Pr 8:34  Blessed is the man who listens to me, watching daily at my gates...w aiting... *32 Now therefore, listen to me, my children, for blessed are those who keep my ways.

33  Hear instruction and be WISE, and do not disdain it. 34  Blessed is the man 



who listens to me, watching daily at my gates, waiting at the posts of my doors.

35  For whoever finds me finds life, and obtains favor from the LORD;

36  But he who sins against me wrongs his own soul; all those who hate me love death.
Faithful doing Lk 12:37 Blessed are those servants whom the master, 










when he comes, will find watching.
Lk 12:31 But seek the kingdom of God, and all these things shall be added to you.

34 where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 36 be like those who wait* for their master, when he will return from the wedding, that when he comes and knocks they may open to him immediately. 37 Blessed are those servants whom the master, when he comes, will find watching/vigilant... he will gird himself and have them sit down to eat, and will and serve them.
Titus 2:13 looking*  for the blessed hope -- appearing of the glory NIV of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ Jude 1:21 keep/guard yourselves in the love of God,





 looking* for the mercy/hesed of our Lord Jesus Christ eis eternal life.
Faithful and Wise Obedience Mt 24:46 Blessed is that servant whom his master, 










      when he comes, will find so doing.
Obey Pr 8:32 therefore, listen to me, my children, for blessed are those who keep my ways
Learn and Obey Lk 11:28 Moreso, blessed are those who hear the Word of God and keep it!
Apply Jn 13:17  If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them.
Do the work Js 1:25 who looks into the perfect law of liberty and continues in it, 

and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this one will be blessed in what he does.
Rev 1:3 Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of this prophecy, 



and keep those things which are written in it; for the time is near.
Our Choice Dt 11:26 I set before you today a blessing and a curse: 
27  blessing, if you obey the commandments of the LORD your God which I command you today; 
28 and the curse, if you do not obey the commandments of the LORD your God, 




but turn aside from the way
4. Character and Actions of those intimate with God
Ps 15:1 LORD, who may abide in Your tabernacle? Who may dwell in Your holy hill? 

2 He who walks uprightly, works righteousness, and speaks the truth in his heart; 

3 who does not backbite with his tongue, nor does evil to his neighbor, 







      nor does he take up a reproach against his friend; 
4  In whose eyes a vile person is despised, but he honors those who fear the LORD; 
who swears to his own hurt and does not change; 5 who does not put out his money at usury, nor does he take a bribe against the innocent. Who does these things shall never be moved.
XXXXX

Ps 24:3 Who may ascend into the hill of the LORD? Or who may stand in His holy place? 

4 He who has clean hands and a pure heart, 





who has not lifted up his soul to an idol,  nor sworn deceitfully. 

5 He shall receive blessing from the LORD, and righteousness from the God of his salvation.
Be Just and Right Isa 56:1 Thus says LORD: Keep justice, and DO righteousness, for My salvation is about to come, and My righteousness to be revealed. 2  Blessed is the man who does this...who keeps from defiling the Sabbath, and keeps his hand from doing any evil.
Rebuke the wicked Pr 24:25 But those who rebuke the wicked will have delight, 









and a good blessing will come upon them.
Continually righteous Ps 106:3  Blessed are those who keep justice, 







and he who DOES   righteousness  at all times!
Just (good for good...) Pr 3:33 The curse of the LORD is on the house of the wicked, 






 but He blesses the home of the just/righteous.
Righteous Pr 10:6 Blessings are on the head of the righteous; violence covers the mouth of the wicked
Character & Trials  Mt 5:3 Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 4  Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 

5  Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth 

6  Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be filled. 

7  Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy. 

8  Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 

9  Blessed are the peacemakers,for they shall be called sons of God. 

10 Blessed those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven

11 Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, 




and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake. 

12 Rejoice and be exceedingly glad,  for great is your reward in heaven, 







for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.
5. Generosity Dt 14:29 And the Levite, cz he has no portion nor inheritance with you, and the stranger and the fatherless and the widow who are within your gates, may come and eat and be satisfied, that the LORD your God may bless you in all the work of your hand which you do. 













Cf 15:10
Other centered Ps 41:1 Blessed is he who considers the poor; LORD will deliver him in time of trouble. 2  LORD will preserve him and keep him alive, and he will be blessed on the earth; 






You will not deliver him to the will of his enemies.
Give Mal 3:10 Bring all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be food in My house, 

and try/test Me now in this, says the LORD of hosts, if I will not open for you the windows of heaven and pour out for you such blessing that there will not be room enough to receive it
Serve the Least {as Christ} Mt 25:34 Come, you blessed of My Father,




 inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world:
Lk 14:14 and you will be blessed, cz they cannot repay you; 






for you shall be repaid at the resurrection of the just/righteous
Giving is better than Getting Acts 20:35 I have shown you in every way, by laboring like this, that you must support the weak. and remember the words of the Lord Jesus, 




that He said, `It is more blessed to give than to receive.'
6. Faithful Pr 28:20 A faithful man will abound with blessings,






but he who hastens to be rich will not go unpunished.
Endure Purifying Trials Js 1:12  Blessed is the man who endures temptation; 






for when he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life 







which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.
Endure Unjust Trials Js 5:11 Indeed we count {Prophets} blessed who endure. 



You have heard of the perseverance of Job and seen the end intended by the Lord



---that the Lord is very compassionate and merciful.
1Pt 3:14 even if you should suffer for righteousness' sake, you are blessed. 




"And do not be afraid of their threats, nor be troubled."

1Pt 4:14  If you are reproached for the name of Christ, blessed are you, 





for the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you
Fulfill your purpose Heb 6:7  For the earth which drinks in the rain...bears herbs useful/fit for those by whom it is cultivated, receives blessing from God

     cx flavorless salt Lk 14:35; 9:16
Do Works Rev 14:13 Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on...that they may rest from their labors, and their works follow them
Live in Unity 1Pt 3:8 Finally, all of you be of one mind, having compassion for one another; 




love as brothers, be tenderhearted, be courteous/friendly# ; 

9 not returning evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the contrary blessing, 
knowing that you were called to this, that you may inherit a blessing. 

10  For "He who would love life and see good days, let him refrain his tongue from evil, and his lips from speaking deceit. 11  Let him turn away from evil and do good; let him seek peace and pursue it. 12  For the eyes of the LORD are on the righteous, and His ears are open to their prayers; but the face of the LORD is against those who do evil."
#Courteous/Friendly: TDNT philo+phren The stem phil- carries the sense of “related.” 

Hence phileo means “to treat somebody as one of one’s own people.” 

It is used for the love of spouses, of parents and children, of employers and servants, of friends, and of gods and those favored by them. 

b. With reference to gods & friends it often has concrete sense “to help, to care for, to entertain
phren = diaphragm, think, plan, reason, disposition; a-phron means “out of one’s mind {cray cray}.” phroneo occurs for “to have understanding” but also “to intend/intention,” and we find phronesis for divine “counsel” (can be +/-) and phronema for human “pride” or “arrogance.” In Stoicism the three other cardinal virtues (justice, courage, moderation) proceed from phronesis.
a. Plato: phronesis is the right state of the intellect and the source of virtue. 

Education is admonition in phronesis and truth, it is the chief virtue. All culture is linked to it.
Watch Rev 16:15 I am coming as a thief. Blessed is he who watches, 





and keeps his garments, lest he walk naked and they see his shame.











2Cor 4-5
Rev 19:9 Blessed are those who are called/invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb!







...These are the true sayings of God.
Faithfulness Rev 20:6 Blessed and holy is he who has part in the first resurrection.

 Over such the second death has no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, 









and shall reign with Him a thousand years.
Learn and Obey Rev 22:7  "Behold, I am coming quickly! 




Blessed is he who keeps the words of the prophecy of this book."
Obey Rev 22:12 behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, 









to give to every one acc to his work. 
14  Blessed are those who do His commandments, 


that they may have the right to the tree of life, and may enter thru the gates of the city
15 outside are dogs/unclean/unreceptive/vomit-eaters and sorcerers/satanically powered 




and sexually immoral and murderers and idolaters, 




and whoever loves and practices a lie/falsehood.

III. Blessing Busters
We cut ourselves off from blessing by independently focusing on temporal power/pleasure/possessions
Respond to Revelation Dt 29:29 The secret things belong to LORD our God, but those things which are revealed belong to us and our children forever, that we may do all the words of this law. 
Choose Life over Death Dt 29:12  “that you may enter into covenant with the LORD your God, and into His oath, which the LORD your God makes with you today, 13 that He may establish you today as a people for Himself, and that He may be God to you 
14 I make this covenant and this oath...18 so that there may not be among you man or woman or family or tribe, whose heart turns away today from the LORD our God, to go and serve the gods of these nations, and that there may not be among you a root bearing bitterness or wormwood; 
29:19 and so it may not happen, when he hears the words of this curse, that he blesses himself in his heart, saying, `I shall have peace, even tho I follow the dictates of my heart' 

--as tho the drunkard could be included with the sober. 20 The LORD would not spare him; 


for then the anger of the LORD and His jealousy would burn against that man,




and every curse that is written in this book would settle on him, 



and the LORD would blot out his name from under heaven.
30:1 Now it shall come to pass, when all these things come upon you, the blessing and the curse which I have set before you, and you call them to mind among all the nations







 where the LORD your God drives you, 

2 and you return to the LORD your God and obey His voice, according to all that I command you today, you and your children, with all your heart and with all your soul, 

3 that the LORD your God will bring you back from captivity, and have compassion on you, and gather you again from all the nations where the LORD your God has scattered you.
6  And the LORD your God will circumcise your heart and the heart of your descendants, 

to love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul, that you may live. 
8 And you will again obey the voice of the LORD and DO all His commandments 










which I command you today.

Dt 30:9 The LORD your God will make you abound in all the work of your hand, 



in the fruit of your body, 



in the increase of your livestock, 


    and in the produce of your land for good. 
For the LORD will again rejoice over you for good as He rejoiced over your fathers.
10 IF you obey the voice of the LORD your God, 


to keep His commandments and His statutes which are written in this Book of the Law, 
and IF you re-turn to the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul. 
30:11 For this commandment which I command you today is not too mysterious for you, nor is it far off. 14 But the word is very near you, in your mouth and in your heart, that you may DO it
15 See, I have set before you today life and good, death and evil, 16 in that I command you today to love the LORD your God, to walk in His ways, and to keep His commandments, His statutes, and His judgments, that you may LIVE and multiply; and the LORD your God will bless you in the land which you go to possess.  19 I call heaven and earth as witnesses today against you, that I have set before you LIFE and death, blessing and cursing; 


therefore CHOOSE$ LIFE, that both you and your descendants may LIVE; 

20 that you may love the LORD your God, that you may obey His voice, 

and that you may cling to Him, for He is your LIFE and the length of your days; 

and that you may dwell in the land which the LORD swore to your fathers, 

to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to give them."
$TWOT: take a keen/discerning look at in testing, examining, distinguishing.  

Always involves a careful, well thought-out choice {cf. 1Sam 17:40 David stones 1Kg 18:25 bull Isa 1:29; 40:20 idol}  
Reap the Reward of Trust  Jer 17:5 Thus says the LORD:
   Cursed is the man who trusts in man and makes flesh his strength, whose heart departs from LORD
7 Blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD, 

     and whose hope is the LORD. 
8 For he shall be like a tree planted by the waters, which spreads out its roots by the river, 


and will not fear when heat comes; but its leaf will be green, 


and will not be anxious in the year of drought, nor will cease from yielding fruit. 
9  The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked;  who can know it? 

10 I, the LORD, search the heart, I test the mind, 


even to give every man acc to his ways, acc to the fruit of his DOings.
Jer 17:23 But they did not obey nor incline their ear, but made their neck stiff, 







that they might not hear nor receive instruction.

27 But if you will not heed Me to hallow the Sabbath day, such as not carrying a burden when entering the gates of Jerusalem on the Sabbath day, then I will kindle a fire in its gates, 

and it shall devour the palaces of Jerusalem, and it shall not be quenched.
IV. Ps 116:12-19  What shall I render to the LORD for all His benefits toward me?  v12

Heb 13:15 by Him let us continually offer the sacrifice of praise to God, 


       that is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to His name.   Cf Eph 1:3 Bless...Who blessed us
Ps 115:9 O Israel, trust in the LORD; He is their help and their shield.

11  You who fear the LORD, trust in the LORD; He is their help and their shield.

12  The LORD has been mindful of us; He will bless us; He will bless the house of Israel/Aaron

13  He will bless those who fear the LORD, both small and great.

17  The dead do not praise the LORD, nor any who go down into silence.

18  But we will bless the LORD from this time forth and forevermore. Praise the LORD!

Ps 116:1 I love the LORD,3 


cz He has heard My voice and my supplications 1=call.    2=praise response 3=life response 

2  Cz He has inclined His ear to me,1 therefore I will call upon/proclaim2 Him as long as I live.
3  Pains of death surrounded me, the pangs of Sheol laid hold of me; I found trouble and sorrow.

4  Then I called upon1 the name of the LORD: “O LORD, I implore You, deliver my soul!”













7x Ps 107:19-22 hesed
 
5  2Gracious is the LORD, and righteous; Yes, our God is merciful/racham.


6  2The LORD preserves the simple; I was brought low, and He saved/delivered % hiph me.












    % 03467 57x
7  Return to your rest, O my soul,3 






 

     for the LORD has dealt bountifully with you.2
8  2For You have delivered@ my soul from death, my eyes from tears, and my feet from falling.




@ verb 44x 

9  3!I will walk before the LORD in the land of the living.

10 I trusted, even when I said/declared: “I am severely afflicted.” HCSB
11 In my alarm I said/thot: “Everyone is a liar.” cx Num 23:19
12 What shall I render/return to the LORD for all His benefits* toward me?3 


1Sam 24:17 You are more righteous than I; 

*08408 from 01580 TWOY #360 recompense


for you have rewarded* me with good, whereas I have rewarded* you with evil.
132a I will take up the Cup of Salvation/Deliverance@ and call upon/proclaim the name of the LORD.





@ noun 20x Ex 6:6 rescue from bondage {116:16 below}


143a  I will pay my vows to the LORD now in the presence of all His people.
Ps 22:22 I will declare Your name to my brethren; In the midst of the assembly I will praise You
152a  Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of His saints. {ie, He cares for you/us 1Pt 5:7}
163!  O LORD, truly I am Your servant; I am Your servant, the son of Your maidservant; 


2You have loosed my bonds. v13 above
172a I will offer to You the sacrifice of thanksgiving, and call upon/proclaim the name of the LORD
183a I will pay my vows to the LORD now in the presence of all His people, 

19   
In the courts of the LORD'S house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. Praise the LORD!
Ps 117:1 Praise the LORD, all you Gentiles! Laud Him, all you peoples!

2  For His hesed is great toward us, and the truth/faithfulness of the LORD endures forever. Praise the LORD!  (Ps 118 hesed 5x)

Questions for Reflection/Discussion/Response:
1. In what do people delight? Is that your attitude toward the Word of God? What can help us have the right attitude and actions? {meditate on cause-effect of thinking and actions}
2.Why would someone choose cursing over blessing? {pride; demonic deception anyone?}
If you love someone how concerned will you be about them being blessed by God?
3. What’s the role of faith/grace in considering the blessing bringers or busters? Will every NT believer be blessed? Any cursed/diminished? {see: Bad things happen to Bad Believers Truthbase.net}
4. Which of your current actions are calculated to get God’s blessings? 

What uses of your time will result in blessing or a bonfire at the judgment? {1Cor 3:14-15}
